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DCPS in the Spotlight

Donna Howard

Donna Howard, a preschool teacher at Whitesville School, has been 

selected as one of 24 Kentucky educators to receive the 2017 Valvoline

Teacher Achievement Award. She now advances in competition for the

2017 Kentucky Teacher of the Year Award, which will be announced

next month.

Judging was conducted by a blue-ribbon panel of veteran educators 

and was based on review of nominees’ teaching philosophies, teaching

experiences, community involvement and letters of recommendation

from administrators, colleagues, students and parents. 

Donna will be honored at an Oct. 19 ceremony at the Capitol Building

in Frankfort. Gov. Matt Bevin, Education and Workforce Secretary Hal

Heiner, Commissioner of Education Stephen Pruitt and Sam Mitchell,

chief executive officer of Valvoline, will honor Donna and other award

recipients. Kentucky Elementary, Middle and High School Teachers of

the Year will be selected from this field of 24 honorees. Those three 

finalists will be considered for Kentucky Teacher of the Year honors;

and that person will represent the state in the national Teacher of the

Year competition.

Donna was named Teacher of the Year at Whitesville Elementary

School in May 2015 and was selected as the elementary school 

recipient of the Daviess County Public Schools’ Great Expectations

Teaching Excellence Award in August 2015. Those winners, who are

announced at our Opening Day program each year, become our district

nominees for the state-level honors. 

WES Principal Cindy Appleby said, “Whitesville is extremely proud of

our very own, Mrs. Howard. Her love for children and passion for

teaching is evident daily as she delivers fun, engaging lessons, with a

positive attitude and smile. Mrs. Howard has demonstrated a record of

commitment and enthusiasm for teaching and leading within her 

classroom and outside of her classroom walls. Her professional 

responsibilities surpass the required expectations for teachers. 

Mrs. Howard offers her students opportunities to learn at their own

pace and encourages her students to believe they can do anything. 
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Her genuine caring and respect for all students touches

your heart anytime you are in her room. Mrs. Howard

loves to share her knowledge with other teachers across

the district and is considered a true leader in early 

education.”

Janet Land, who serves as DCPS preschool coordinator,

said, “Donna teaches with intentionality and makes every

day in her classroom an adventure in learning for her 

students. She sets meaningful educational goals for all her

students and follows these goals with strong planning and

management, a learning-oriented classroom, engaging

questions, and strong supportive feedback to enhance

learning. Donna is truly an exemplary teacher leader. She

is an inspiration to everyone who has had the privilege of

working with her.”

“I’m very grateful for this award,” Donna said. “I would

not be receiving it without the support of my principal,

Cindy Appleby; my preschool coordinator, Janet Land;

and all my co-workers. I am truly passionate about what 

I do, and as I continue to watch all my students grow,

blossom and progress each day, the more strongly I will

advocate for early childhood education.” 

“As a preschool teacher, Donna Howard has demonstrated

extraordinary creativity and enthusiasm in nurturing the

children in her classroom,” said DCPS Superintendent

Owens Saylor. “She has developed an environment in

which students feel safe and confident as they support 

one another while taking those first steps on the path of

lifelong learning.”   

Donna began her education career as a kindergarten

teacher at Catherine Spalding School in 1989. She taught

at Mary Carrico School and St. Mary of the Woods

Catholic School before joining the DCPS district as a 

second-grade teacher at Highland Elementary School in

2005. She began her current role as a preschool teacher at

Whitesville Elementary School in 2006.

She earned a bachelor’s degree from the University of 

Illinois in 1989 and a master’s degree and Rank II from

Western Kentucky University in 1994. She was awarded a

master’s degree and Rank I from Murray State University

in 2009.

She is a member of the Build Math Minds Community, a

network of teachers around the world, as well as the Early

Childhood Math Advisory Academy and the Kentucky

Education Association. Donna serves as a regional

teacher-leader cohort for the Early Learning Leadership

Network. She was also a recipient of the Campbellsville

University Excellence in Teaching Award in 2016.

Donna will be recognized by the DCPS Board of 

Education at their next meeting, which begins at 5:30 p.m.

Thursday, Oct. 20, at the Central Office.
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DCPS School Board hosts Listen and Learn
The Daviess County Public Schools Board of Education will

host a “Listen and Learn” session starting at 6 p.m. Thursday,

Sept. 29, at Country Heights Elementary School. 

Parents, students and members of the community are invited

to attend and share suggestions or comments about any areas

of interest or 

concern. Specific questions the school board will ask are:

n What does DCPS do well?

n What needs to improve or change?

n What can the school board do to address these needs?

Board of Education members Frank Riney (chairman), 

Mike Clark (vice chairman), Dianne Burns Mackey and 

Dr. Tom Payne will be in attendance, along with DCPS

Superintendent Owens Saylor.

For more information, contact the DCPS Central Office at

270-852-7000 or contact@dcps.org 



Dr. Natalie Mountjoy, director of the

Community Campus Life Science

Academy, has been named Project

Lead the Way 2016 Biomedical 

Science Teacher of the Year for the

state of Kentucky. She will be 

recognized at an awards ceremony in

Shelbyville on Oct. 2 in conjunction

with the PLTW state conference. 

The award is sponsored by PLTW of

Kentucky and recognizes Natalie for

the outstanding work she has done on

behalf of Life Science Academy 

students, who participate in hands-on,

real-world studies on the Owensboro

Community and Technical College

campus.

“I’m thrilled to accept this award on

behalf of our team, Ms. Jeanie 

Burden, Ms. Martha Sims, Dr. Chad

Wilkerson and Ms. Amanda Jerome,

and on behalf of our talented and 

curious students,” Natalie said. “The

Life Science Academy is creating

pathways for our students to reach

their full potential through scientific

discovery and the study of 

biomedicine. I feel lucky to be a part

of it and to be part of our students’

lives!”

Natalie recently hosted a visit by

Kentucky Commissioner of 

Education Stephen Pruitt and U.S.

Rep. Brett Guthrie, who observed

Life Science Academy students in

their pursuit of biomedical science

studies. Under Natalie’s leadership,

the LSA program was developed in

2012 and serves high school students

in Daviess County Public Schools,

Owensboro Public Schools, 

Owensboro Catholic Schools and

Hancock County Public Schools 

districts. The program of studies 

directly addresses health professional

shortage areas and medically 

underserved populations as designed

by the U.S. Department of Health and

Human Services. Participating high

school students enroll in college-level

biomedical courses at OCTC, 

including principles of biomedical

science, human body systems, 

medical intervention and medical 

innovation.

Amanda Jerome, who serves as 

College and Career Readiness 

Coordinator for the DCPS district,

said, “Dr. Natalie Mountjoy goes

above and beyond each day for the

students in the Life Science Academy

by providing them with a superior 

education in the field of biomedical 

science. Her occupation as a teacher

is not just her job, it is her life. 

She endlessly researches ways to

challenge her students, and 

differentiates instruction to fit the

needs of each student in her 

classroom. Dr. Mountjoy is a pleasure

to know and work with; we are so 

fortunate to have her and the Life 

Science Academy available to the 

students of our community. I don't

know of a better recipient for this

award!”

For more information about the Life

Science Academy, visit

http://www.lifescienceacademy.net/

Congratulations, Dr. Natalie Mountjoy!

Dr. Natalie Mountjoy

DCMS Boo Run Run 
Daviess County Middle School is hosting its third annual Boo Run Run — a costume-

themed 3K and 5K walk/run race scheduled for Saturday, Oct. 29. Start times are 9 a.m.

(5K) and 9:05 a.m. (3K). The goal is to promote healthy living and exercise for faculty,

staff, students, friends and family of DCMS and DCPS; while raising money to create and

sustain healthy environments for kids. participants are encouraged to walk or run in their

Halloween costumes at this fun family event. 

Advance registration is available until Oct. 17 for $5 per person (age 6 and older). 

Registration fee the morning of the race is $10 per person (age 6 and older) with sign-ups starting at 7 a.m. race day on

the football field behind the school. Infants and toddlers in strollers are also welcome.

T-shirts are available for $12 if ordered in advance or $15 on race day. The day will also include inflatables, games and

healthy snacks for all participants from 8 to 10 a.m. Prize drawings will be held throughout the morning. 

For information, contact Alese Ferrell at (270) 852-7600 or by email at alese.ferrell@daviess.kyschools.us



Support Our Schools (and save the planet too)
Several of our DCPS schools 

participate in recycling and 

redemption projects to raise money

and protect the environment. The 

following list includes examples of

items collected by our schools. 

Items may be sent through the courier

or delivered during regular school

hours.

Plastic bottle caps

Apollo High School

Burns Elementary School

Highland Elementary School

Aluminum pull tabs

East View Elementary School

Meadow Lands Elementary School

Sorgho Elementary School

Campbell’s Soup labels

East View Elementary School

Whitesville Elementary School

Audubon Elementary School

Burns Elementary School

Printer ink cartridges

East View Elementary School

West Louisville Elementary School

Whitesville Elementary School

Audubon Elementary School

Southern Oaks Elementary School

Country Heights Elementary School

Box Tops for Education

East View Elementary School

West Louisville Elementary School

Whitesville Elementary School

Meadow Lands Elementary School

Deer Park Elementary School

Audubon Elementary School

Southern Oaks Elementary School

College View Middle School

Sorgho Elementary School

Country Heights Elementary School

Burns Middle School

Burns Elementary School

Highland Elementary School

We extend sincere thanks to everyone

who contributes to these projects that

support our students and special 

projects and programs at our schools. 

Donations of many of these items also

support recycling and caring for our

planet and its resources.

Updates and additions to this list may

be sent to grapevine@dcps.org 

Wish you could play a musical instrument? 
Here’s the opportunity you’ve been waiting for!

Are you an adult who wishes you could play a musical 

instrument? Or maybe you used to play, but it’s been years

ago and you’ve forgotten how. 

The Burns Middle School and Apollo High School 

orchestra programs are offering adult music instruction

with group or private lessons teaching how to play the 

violin, viola, cello or double bass.

Group classes meet on Monday and Thursday nights, 

Oct. 17 through Dec. 15. Beginners (those who have never

played an instrument or have played for less than a year)

will meet from 5:45 to 6:45 p.m. Intermediate classes

(second-year students) will meet from 7 to 8 p.m. Cost is

$10 per class and will be taught by Kelsey Davidson

(BMS/CVMS/AHS orchestra teacher), assisted by current

orchestra students. Participants who choose the group

class format should be committed to attending most, 

if not all, of the classes as lessons will be presented in a

sequential order. Group class size is

limited to 20 participants. Group 

participants may also sign up for 

private lessons, but that is not 

required.

Private lessons are offered on an 

individual basis, usually on a 

weekly schedule. Fee is $20 

per 30-minute lesson. 

Participants are responsible for providing their own 

instruments. Rentals are available. If you are interested in

purchasing an instrument, please check with the instructor

first to be sure the quality of the instrument will ensure

success in this program.

For more information, click HERE to view or download a

flyer that provides details about the classes and rental 

options; or contact Kelsey Davidson at 270-681-2328. 

http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/MusicLessons.pdf?id=31132


Credit Union Corner
It’s the Most Wonderful Time of the Year!
Christmas Club distributions will

be made the week of Oct. 19.

Funds will be transferred to your

Share Accounts unless otherwise

notified. Members may withdraw

Club funds without fee from 

Oct. 1 through Dec. 31. 

If you have a payroll deduction or

ACH distribution to Christmas Club, it will be continued,

without interruption, for next year.

If you don’t currently have a Christmas Club account —

now is the perfect time to set one up. Be ready for next

year’s holiday expenses!

Now until Nov. 4, we are giving away a $50 gas card with

each auto loan! Our auto rates are as low as 1.24 percent

for new vehicles and 2.74 percent for used vehicles, so

don’t miss your chance to take advantage of this great

offer! Also, as your local teachers credit union, you can 

always rely on us to give you a great low rate ... so if

someone offers a lower rate, call us and we will try to

match it! 

(Gas cards given to any new, refinanced or minimum

$3,000 add-on auto loan. Refinancing does not apply to

existing DCTFCU loans. Figures listed here are annual

percentage rates. Actual rates are determined by credit

score. Customer must meet credit requirements.)

Don’t Forget The Courier!  

Are you too busy to stop by the credit union

to make a deposit before closing? Send your

deposit through the DCPS Courier. Drop

off/pick up days are Mondays, Wednesdays

and Fridays. Be sure to include your name and account 

information. Please feel free to contact DCTFCU or log on

to your online banking account after 4 p.m. to verify 

receipt of your deposit or loan payment.

The Authentic Difference: 

International Credit Union Day!

We LOVE serving our community! Stop by the credit

union lobby between 2:30 and 4:30 p.m. Thursday, 

Oct. 20, to enjoy some refreshments and help us celebrate

the credit union commitment to helping people!

DCTFCU On the Road
Do you have questions about DCTFCU membership? 

Do you need to change an address with the Credit Union?

Would you like to open a Christmas Club account,

change your payroll deduction or get more information

about IRA accounts or Coverdell Education Savings 

Accounts? If you have questions, we are coming your

way with answers! Tina Payne, marketing director, will

start her fall semester road schedule in October and will

continue through November with a visit to your school.

Be on the lookout!

Direct Deposit and Payroll Deduction 
These services save you time and money — and now is

the perfect time to save! Sign up for DCPS Direct 

Deposit and Payroll Deduction today! Open as many

special savings accounts as you need and name them

yourself! Have your pay automatically deposited and 

distributed each pay period. You’ll save time and money!

Call DCTFCU for more details: 270-684-8954.

Continued on Next Page



Daviess County Teachers Federal Credit Union
1900 Southeastern Parkway  684-8954   www.dctfcu.com

Lobby Hours  Monday-Thursday — 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.     Friday — 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Drive-Through Hours  Monday-Thursday — 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.     Friday — 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Certified Evaluation

Appeals Committee
Results are in! Thank you to those who

accepted nominations to serve on the

Certified Evaluation Appeals Committee,

and to all those who took the time to

vote. 

DCPS certified staff members who will

serve as members of this committee –

should it be necessary to convene – are

Danielle Ellis (Learning Center) and

Kendra Bronsink (Apollo High School).

Alternates are Amy Chifici (Daviess

County High School) and Jennifer 

Martin (Burns Middle School).

Dr. Amy Shutt

Personnel Director

Continued from Previous Page

DCTFCU Products and Services Spotlight
Take advantage of a great rate with great rewards!

Take a break from high interest credit cards and transfer

your balances to your DCTFCU Visa. DCTFCU offers our

members a fixed, low-rate Platinum VISA that can be

used for transferring all of your debt or for everyday 

purchases! Enjoy a fixed rate as low as 7.9 percent annual

percentage rate that also offers the chance to accumulate

bonus point rewards on all purchases! There’s no annual

fee, plus enjoy these additional benefits:

n No cash advance or balance transfer fees

n No over limit fees

n 25-day grace period on  purchases

n Free travel accident insurance with VISA purchase of 
common carrier tickets, including a lost luggage 

reimbursement and an auto rental collision damage 

waiver

Stop by the credit union to fill out an application and 

receive your VISA credit card!

Credit Union Corner

Put your school 

in the spotlight!
If your school or classroom is 

hosting a special event, let your 

News of the Week representative 

know so we can share 

information with 

our media partners.

CLICK HERE

TO FIND YOUR REP 

http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/news%20of%20the%20week%20contact%20list%20-%202016-2017.rtf?id=30349
http://www.kycss.org/stop/stop.php?district=Daviess.County.School.District


Educators across Kentucky

are reminded to complete the

Fall 2016 teacher and 

administrator survey. 

If you have already 

completed this survey, 

thank you for sharing your

expertise and experience with

us; would you please share

this survey and the 

messaging below with your colleagues? Educator voice

has the power to shape education policy in Kentucky.

There is no time like now to share your perspectives.

The Hope Street Group Kentucky State Teacher Fellows

have been asked by the Kentucky Department of 

Education to collect your thoughts on providing equitable

learning experiences for students, improving 

communication systems and building professional 

relationships centered on trust among teachers and 

administrators. The Kentucky State Teacher Fellows want

to hear and gather your opinions about these topics.

Please take this brief survey to share your thoughts.

It will only take a few minutes to complete and the 

perspectives you share will be instrumental in informing

education policy here in Kentucky, as well as the 

recommendations we make to the Kentucky Department

of Education. Your responses are anonymous. The survey

is open until Wednesday, Oct. 5.

Click Here to Start the Survey

or copy and paste this link into your browser:

http://s-d07041-i.sgizmo.com/s3/i-

lJp8E1HaXm9HkYzpW-

1485257/?sguid=lJp8E1HaXm9HkYzpW 

Please share this link with any other

Kentucky educators you may know!

We want to be sure as many teachers,

coaches, assistant administrators and

lead principals as possible have their

voices heard. 

Do you know a Kentucky educator

who would like to share their input on

education policy? Please send them

this link: Join the Hope Street

Group Network.

For more information, contact Jana Bryant, DCPS math

staff developer and Hope Street Group Kentucky Teaching

Fellow, at jana.bryant@daviess.kyschools.us 

Teacher and Administrator Survey
Let Our DCPS Voices Be Heard!

Jana Bryant

ggrraappeevviinnee@@ddccppss..oorrgg

http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/3013065/KYFall16
http://hsg.270strategies.com/pln-signup-2.htm


Our DCPS United Way Campaign has started! Please 

consider contributing to United Way. Your investment, 

no matter the amount, will make a difference!

United Way agency spotlight:

Senior Companion Program
Many agencies receive assistance from United Way. 

The Senior Companion Program is one of those agencies.

The Senior Companion Program is an agency that serves

the surrounding seven-county area by recruiting and 

training income-eligible senior volunteers to provide one-

on-one assistance to senior adults by helping them with

light housekeeping, laundry assistance, meal preparation,

companionship and respite. The following is just one of

the many success stories from the Senior Companion 

Program.

Janice, an 84-year-old Senior Companion volunteer in

Daviess County, has been providing in-home care services
to other senior citizens for six years. Janice decided to 

become a Senior Companion a few months after her 

husband passed away, to help occupy her time. 

She admits her volunteer service kept her going after she

lost her husband and she continues to strive every day to

be the most active she can be. Her service not only helps

her client but helps her, as well. Although in her past 

employment she typically worked with younger women,

she found working with other seniors to be very rewarding

as she shared many commonalities. For example, they

love to share stories about their childhood, changes that

have taken place in the world, the joys and fears that come

along with aging, and the loneliness that often occurs with

aging. 

Janice adamantly stated, “The best thing you can give a

senior is your time to LISTEN. So many people are too

busy to listen to what they have to say or to think what

they have to say is even important.”

Janet added, “I like to spend my time being a friend and

listening.”

In addition to providing companionship, Janice has done

even more for her clients by providing meal preparation,

light housekeeping and transportation. Over the course of

six years of service, she has assisted seven clients with

independent living skills in an effort to prevent their 

admittance into a long-term care facility. 

Janice’s current client is 91 years old and still lives in her

home. Maggie has received Senior Companion services on

and off since 2001 and has had six different volunteers

throughout 15 years. She said all of them were wonderful

to her. She stated, “I truly believe if it were not for my

senior companions, I would be dead or even worse, in a

nursing home.”

Janice helps Maggie with light housekeeping and they

cook together. Excitedly, Maggie said, “I love when we

try new foods or recipes we have not tried before. I do not

like to cook for myself or eat alone and just having Janice

here to do these things with me helps me to eat better.” 

Janice agrees with her client. “I eat more vegetables – like

I should – when I come to help Maggie because she likes

vegetables.” 

Both ladies chuckled and said laughing is the best 

medicine for their time together. Maggie explained, 

“Janice has this wonderful dry sense of humor and she

makes me laugh every day. I am telling you, laughing with

her helps me better than a whole bottle of pills. It’s the

medicine that works.” Maggie said her mother and her

aunts lived to be 100 years old — a goal she has set for

herself with Janice’s help. She said, “I plan to enjoy the

journey along the way.”

WHAT DIFFERENCE WILL YOUR INVESTMENT

MAKE? 

With your investment of $100, the Senior Companion 

Program can pay a Senior Companion’s stipend for 

37 hours of one-on-one attention to a homebound, frail,
elderly client who is at risk of institutionalization.

Daviess County Public Schools

LIVE UNITED
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Humana Vitality Re-Screens and Flu Shots
Apollo High School .................................... Oct. 24

Audubon Elementary School ..................... Oct. 3

Burns Elementary School  .......................... Oct. 4

Burns Middle School ................................. Oct. 4

College View Middle School ..................... Oct. 5

Country Heights Elementary School ......... Oct. 6

Daviess County Middle School  ................. Oct. 19

Daviess County High School ..................... Oct. 21

Deer Park Elementary School..................... Oct. 17

East View Elementary School .................... Oct. 18

Heritage Park High School  ........................ (tba)

Highland Elementary School ..................... Oct. 24

Meadow Lands Elementary School  ........... Oct. 20

Owensboro Treatment Center ...................... Oct. 17

Sorgho Elementary School  ......................... Oct. 25

Southern Oaks Elementary School .............. Oct. 26

Tamarack Elementary School ...................... Oct. 27

West Louisville Elementary School  ........... Oct. 31

Whitesville Elementary School ................... Oct. 31

Take these items!
Humana Vitality Card — If you do not have your 

card, call 1-855-478-1623 to have a new card sent 

to you; or go to the Humana Vitality website to 

print your account information; take that to the 

screening.

Photo identification — Driver’s license or DCPS 

identification badge.

Insurance card — For flu shot

Staff Directory In Progress
The DCPS staff directory is currently in progress. 

Employees are asked to review this information to be

sure it is accurate. Provide the phone number at which

you are most likely to be reached (usually a cell phone

number).

Note: Changing your phone number and/or address in

the staff directory does NOT update your file in the 

Personnel, Benefits or Payroll departments. Be sure to

submit a “Change of Status” form if you move, change

your name or change phone numbers at any time during

the year. Click HERE to download form.

DCHS Food Drive
Daviess County High School is participating in a

food drive sponsored by WFIE-14. Athletic teams,

clubs and student organizations are collecting

canned goods from now until Oct. 27. All donations

will benefit the Tri-State Food Bank. Your support

is welcome and appreciated!

Growing Minds,
Growing Hearts

At our DCPS Opening Day program, Supt. Owens Saylor

challenged every member of our district to engage in some

act of community service this year. Our staff has stepped up

to meet that challenge!

Players and coaches from the Daviess County High School

boys’ basketball program participated in Relay for Life’s

“Up, Down and Dirty for a Cure” 5K race at Diamond Lake

on Sept. 10. Proceeds benefit cancer research. Coaches Neil

Hayden and Trey Pippin ran along with varsity players Nick

Driskill, Hassan Green and Seth Fenwick in this event, as

the runners conquered many different obstacles that required

climbing, crawling and swimming. 

Participation in community events like this gives players

and coaches the opportunity to live out the “purpose driven”

values that are the cornerstone of our program. Trey said,

“By developing our players both on and off the court, we

are working to develop well-rounded young men who are

focused on servant leadership and helping others.”

http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/DCPS%20Status%20Change%20Form.pdf?id=31133
https://www.humana.com/vitality/


Exploration Station is a Finalist

for a $100,000 Impact 100 Grant!
Exploration Station, through a grant application submitted

by the Foundation, has been named one of five finalists

for an Impact 100 of Owensboro $100,000 Grant! Two 

finalists will receive $100,000; the remaining finalists will

each receive $7,000. 

Should we be named a $100,000 Impact grant recipient,

we will place approximately $70,000 in cutting edge tech-

nology on Exploration Station for use in schools. Tony

Sparks, Annette Sapp and Aaron Yeiser have put together

an inspiring list of cool techie stuff like Virtual Reality

(Mattel ViewMaster and Google Expeditions), the

Promethean Interactive Table, and OSMO for iPad.

$5,000 will be spent on installations, protective covers,

connectivity, adapters, etc. The remaining $25,000 will be

used over the next two years to provide a portion of the

transportation funding needed to get Exploration Station

to schools during the school year, into neighborhoods dur-

ing the summer months and to community events through-

out the year. 

Please encourage anyone whom you know on

the Impact 100 committee to Vote – Vote – Vote

for Exploration Station!

It All Adds Up!
On behalf of the Foundation Board and all the teachers

and students who have benefitted from the Foundation’s

Discretionary Fund, I want to say a big thank you to all of

the employees who participate in the Foundation’s payroll

deduction program. Here are some of the beneficiaries of

your generosity and support:

n Apollo High School — Help with college tuition for
low income students

n Apollo High School – Project Graduation

n Heritage Park High School — No cost to students prom

n Burns Middle School — Future Problem Solvers 

n College View Middle School — Science supplies 

n Daviess County High School — After-prom party

n Daviess County High School — 100-year celebration

n Daviess County High School — String quartet

n Heritage Park High School — Attendance incentives

n Tamarack Elementary School — Teaching easels for
second grade

n Central Office (Jana Bryant) — Celebrating Effective
Teachers Conference sponsor

We wish we could provide a greater level of funding for a

greater number of projects but we are limited by the

amount of funding contributed to the Foundation. The

Foundation Board has agreed to raise funds through

fundraisers and corporate donations to MATCH employee

donations. 

Watch Mr. Saylor’s video concerning IT ALL ADDS UP

— click HERE to view.

Watch Robert Gardner’s video concerning IT ALL ADDS

UP — click HERE to view.

Thank you for your consideration of joining IT ALL

ADDS UP so we can all make a difference in DCPS 

classrooms!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-biGUE5xAtA&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_2UOv2qJD3c&feature=youtu.be


The ‘Lessons from the Classroom’ feature is published

every Monday on the front of the Region section in the

Messenger-Inquirer. Educators from Daviess County and

the surrounding region are invited to submit articles about

topics relating to local schools as we prepare students to

succeed for life. 

High expectations lead to high achievements

Click HERE for a “Lessons from the Classroom” article

by Carrie Wedding, special education teacher at the

Owensboro Middle School / South campus, published in

the Sept. 12, 2016, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer.

Teachers and parents share common goals for kids

Click HERE for a “Lessons from the Classroom” article

by Christa Huskisson, a teacher at Estes Elementary

School, published in the Sept. 26, 2016, issue of the 

Messenger-Inquirer.

Classrooms and teachers sometimes unexpected 

Click HERE for a “Lessons from the Classroom” article

by Julie Weaver, a preschool teacher at Hager Preschool,

published in the Sept. 5, 2016, Messenger-Inquirer.

Children succeed when parents, teachers collaborate 

Click HERE for a “Lessons from the Classroom” article

by Kevin Thompson, principal at Owensboro Middle

School, published in the Sept. 19, 2016, issue of the 

Messenger-Inquirer.

YOUR contribution to this series is welcome!

If you are interested in contributing to this series, contact

Lora Wimsatt at the DCPS Central Office – 

lora.wimsatt@daviess.kyschools.us 
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Burns Bobcats Rock Team Spirit Tuesday!

The Burns Elementary School staff really got in the game with a variety of fun and motivational activities and special

events during High Attendance Week. Pictured at left are several BES staff members dressed up in their favorite team

jerseys and T-shirts for “Team Spirit Tuesday.” The school also hosted two pep rallies — one each for primary and 

intermediate students — and BES staff members really ramped up the spirit by participating as cheerleaders and

dancers. The Burns Bobcat-ettes prove that being in school is really cool! 

http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/2%20-%20LFC%20-%20Carrie%20Wedding%20OMS-S%20-%20Expectations-Achievements.pdf?id=31100
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/2%20-%20LFC%20-%20Christa%20Huskisson%20-Estes%20-%20Teacher-Parent%20Goals.pdf?id=31101
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/2%20-%20LFC%20-%20Julie%20Weaver%20-%20Hager%20Pres%20-%20Unexpected%20teachers.pdf?id=31102
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/2%20-%20LFC%20-%20Kevin%20Thompson%20OMS%20-%20Parent-Teacher%20Collab.pdf?id=31103
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Click links in summaries below to read full 

articles spotlighting the DCPS district and other

items relating to local education.

IMPORTANT NOTE: All articles are posted with 

permission from news organizations with credit given to

media outlets, reporters and photographers. If articles are

shared or forwarded to others, credit lines MUST be 

included. Articles may NOT be posted online, including

Facebook and other social media sites. 

Donna Howard: Teacher of the Year candidate

Click HERE for article by Keith Lawrence, illustrated

with photographs by Alan Warren, published in the Sept.

24, 2016, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer, about WES

preschool teacher Donna Howard, a recipient of the 2017

Teacher Achievement Award, who is now a candidate for

Teacher of the Year honors. See cover story, this issue.

‘Like a grandfather for every student’

Click HERE for article by Brenna Kelly, illustrated with

photographs by Lora Wimsatt, published Sept. 20, 2016,

in  the KDE publication ‘Kentucky Teacher,’ about DCPS

bus driver Kenny Kelley, who was honored with the 2016

Fred Award presented by KASA.

Teacher shortage affects Kentucky school districts

Click HERE for article by Matt McCarty, illustrated with

photograph by Lora Wimsatt, published September 2016

in  the KDE publication ‘Kentucky Teacher,’ about a

shortage of teacher applicants across the state.

Transforming binge watching to binge learning

Click HERE for article written and photographed by

Brenna Kelly, published Sept. 13, 2016, in  the KDE 

publication ‘Kentucky Teacher,’ featuring former DCHS

language arts teacher Dr. Angela Gunter.

Retiring the flag

Click HERE for photograph by Greg Eans, published in

the Sept. 14, 2016, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer, about

a flag retirement ceremony hosted by the Apollo High

School Air Force Junior ROTC cadets.

State shorting schools more than $12.5 million

Click HERE for article by Keith Lawrence, published in

the Sept. 21, 2016, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer, about

the DCPS Board of Education’s thoughts regarding state

funding of public education.

Buddy Walk

Click HERE for photographs by Alan Warren, published

in the Sept. 17, 2016, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer,

about the annual Buddy Walk at Burns Elementary

School.

How now, brown calf?

Click HERE for photograph by Alan Warren, published in

the Sept. 21, 2016, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer, about

Agriculture Day at Country Heights Elementary School.

Childhood obesity serious concern in area

Click HERE for article by Austin Ramsey, published in

the Sept. 16, 2016, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer, about

childhood obesity concerns in Daviess County, Kentucky

and the nation.

College and Career Expo provides information

Click HERE for article by Keith Lawrence, published in

the Sept. 26, 2016, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer, about

a College and Career Expo sponsored by Owensboro

Community and Technical College.

Members sought for Commissioner’s Student Council

Click HERE for article by Keith Lawrence, published in

the Aug. 31, 2016, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer, about

a search for members to serve on the Kentucky 

Commissioner of Education’s student advisory council.

Local Planning Committee to begin work soon

Click HERE for article by Keith Lawrence, published in

the Sept. 14, 2016, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer, about

the organization of the district’s LPC.

DCPS students named National Merit Semifinalists

Click HERE for article by Don Wilkins, published in the

Sept. 15, 2016, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer, about

four DCPS students earning recognition as National Merit

Semifinalists.

DCPS, DCSO celebrate partnership

Click HERE for article by James Mayse, published in the

Sept. 15, 2016, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer, about an

ongoing partnership between the DCPS district and the

Daviess County Sheriff’s Office.

Continued on Next Page

http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/2%20-%20M-I%20-%20Donna%20Howard%20Teach%20Achv%20Awrd.pdf?id=31114
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/2%20-%20KyTeacher%20-%20Kenny%20Kelley.pdf?id=31098
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/2%20-%20KyTeacher%20-%20Teacher%20Shortage.pdf?id=31099
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/2%20-%20KyTeacher%20-%20BingeTeaching.pdf?id=31097
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/2%20-%20M-I%20-%20AHS%20flag%20retirement%20pic.pdf?id=31104
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/2%20-%20M-I%20-%20Bd%20view%20state%20funding.pdf?id=31105
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/2%20-%20M-I%20-%20BES%20Buddy%20Walk.pdf?id=31106
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/2%20-%20M-I%20-%20CHES%20Ag%20Day%20pic.pdf?id=31107
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/2%20-%20M-I%20-%20Childhood%20obesity.pdf?id=31108
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/2%20-%20M-I%20-%20College-Career%20Expo.pdf?id=31109
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/2%20-%20M-I%20-%20Commissioner%20Student%20Council.pdf?id=31110
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/2%20-%20M-I%20-%20DCPS%20begins%20LPC%20process.pdf?id=31111
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/2%20-%20M-I%20-%20DCPS%20Natl%20Merit%20Semifinalists.pdf?id=31112
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/2%20-%20M-I%20-%20DCPS-DCSO%20partnership.pdf?id=31113
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Continued from Previous Page

State schools make great strides; challenges remain

Click HERE for editorial by Brigitte Blom Ramsey and

Dave Adkisson, published in the Sept. 3, 2016, issue of

the Messenger-Inquirer, exploring successes and 

challenges facing public education in Kentucky.

Merritt Bates-Thomas resigns from school board

Click HERE for article by Keith Lawrence, published in

the Sept. 21, 2016, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer, about

the resignation of Merritt Bates-Thomas from the DCPS

Board of Education.

Mountjoy named biomedical science teacher of year

Click HERE for article by Keith Lawrence, published in

the Sept. 26, 2016, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer, about

Dr. Natalie Mountjoy’s recognition by Project Lead the

Way. See article, this issue.

OCTC-led grant proposal remains alive

Click HERE for article by Steve Vied, published in the

Sept. 15, 2016, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer, about

workforce development grants.

Young entrepreneur launches jewelry line

Click HERE for article by Angela Oliver, illustrated with

photograph by Alan Warren, published in the Sept. 25,

2016, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer, about a Deer Park

Elementary School student who created her own business.

Handing Back

Click HERE for photograph by Alan Warren, published

in the Sept. 1, 2016, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer,

about a donation to DCPS Family Resource Centers from

Jason Koger’s “Handing Back” Foundation.

Handing back to elementary kids

Click HERE for article by Jason Tanner, posted Aug. 31,

2016, on the Owensboro Living website, about a donation

from Jason Koger to DCPS FRCs.

Four DCPS schools win national honors

Click HERE for article by Keith Lawrence, illustrated

with photographs by Alan Warren, published in the Sept.

10, 2016, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer, about National

Healthy Schools Bronze Award winners Sorgho,

Whitesville, College View and Apollo.

Community spelling for books

Click HERE for article by Keith Lawrence, published in

the Sept. 26, 2016, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer, about

a spelling bee to benefit the Imagination Library.

Knowing his own strength

Click HERE for photographs by Alan Warren, published

in the Sept. 3, 2016, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer,

about Omegaman’s visit to Southern Oaks Elementary

with a lesson about positive behaviors.

Bringing history to life

Click HERE for article by Don Wilkins, published in the

Sept. 17, 2016, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer, about 

Pioneer Days activities and hands-on learning for students

at Yellow Creek Park.

Preparing the workers of tomorrow

Click HERE for editorial by Helen Mountjoy, published

in the Sept. 11, 2016, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer,

about local workforce development initiatives.

Districts respond to preschool program funding cuts

Click HERE for article by Keith Lawrence, published in

the Sept. 10, 2016, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer, about

the impact of state funding cuts to local preschools.

Guthrie, Pruitt visit local education sites

Click HERE for article by Keith Lawrence, illustrated

with photographs by Alan Warren, published in the Sept.

20, 2016, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer, about a visit by

Education Commissioner Stephen Pruitt and U.S. Rep.

Brett Guthrie.

Districts welcome refugee influx

Click HERE for article by Keith Lawrence, published in

the Sept. 5, 2016, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer, about

supports and services provided to children and families

who move here from other countries.

Area and nation see shortage of trades workers

Click HERE for article by Keith Lawrence, published in

the Sept. 25, 2016, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer, about

a local and national shortage of workers trained in skilled

trades.

State poetry contest seeks applicants

Click HERE for article by Bobbie Hayse, published in

the Aug. 31, 2016, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer, about

a contest sponsored by the Kentucky Arts Council that is

open to high school students across the state.

Adult musical instrument lessons

Click HERE for article posted Sept. 26, 2016, on the 

SurfKY news website, about music lessons offered as a

fundraiser by Burns Middle and Apollo High schools. See

article in this issue of the Grapevine. PLEASE MAKE

http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/2%20-%20M-I%20-%20InMyView%20-%20Ky%20school%20progress.pdf?id=31119
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/2%20-%20M-I%20-%20MBT%20resigns%20BdEd.pdf?id=31120
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/2%20-%20M-I%20-%20Natalie%20Mountjoy%20PLTW%20Award.pdf?id=31121
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/2%20-%20M-I%20-%20OCTC%20grant%20proposal%20status.pdf?id=31122
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/2%20-%20M-I%20-%20DPES%20entrepreneur.pdf?id=31115
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/2%20-%20M-I%20-%20Handing%20Back%20pic.pdf?id=31116
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/2%20-%20OLM%20-%20Koger%20Handing%20Back%20FRC%20gift.pdf?id=31131
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/2%20-%20M-I%20-%20Healthy%20Schools%20Bronze%20Awards.pdf?id=31117
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/2%20-%20M-I%20-%20Imag%20Library%20spelling%20bee.pdf?id=31118
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/2%20-%20M-I%20-%20Omegaman%20at%20SOES.pdf?id=31123
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/2%20-%20M-I%20-%20Pioneer%20Days.pdf?id=31124
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/2%20-%20M-I%20-%20Preparing%20workers%20of%20tomorrow.pdf?id=31125
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/2%20-%20M-I%20-%20Preschool%20funding%20cuts.pdf?id=31126
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/2%20-%20M-I%20-%20Pruitt-Guthrie%20at%20OIA.pdf?id=31127
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/2%20-%20M-I%20-%20Refugee%20influx.pdf?id=31128
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/2%20-%20M-I%20-%20Skilled%20Trades%20Ed.pdf?id=31129
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/2%20-%20M-I%20-%20State%20poetry%20contest.pdf?id=31130
http://surfky.com/index.php/daviess/daviess-county-news/112763-adult-instrumental-music-classes-offered-by-dcps


For more fitness information and inspiration, visit

www.moveitmonday.org These Healthy Lifestyle Tips

are sponsored by the DCPS Food Services Department

each week. We care about you!

Healthy Lifestyle Tip

This list of key dates is provided at the beginning of each

month to assist in planning for special activities and

learning projects at your school. Note: This list may not

include all special occasions. 

The month of October is:

Oct. 1–31 – National Bullying Prevention Month

Oct. 1–31 – National Principals Month

Oct. 1–31 – Cyber Security Awareness Month

Oct. 1–31 – Energy Action Month                                             

Special weeks:

Oct. 4–10 – World Space Week

Oct. 9–15 – Fire Prevention Week

Oct. 9–16 – Earth Science Week

Oct. 10–14  – National School Lunch Week

Oct. 16–22 – Kentucky Safe Schools Week

Oct. 17–21 – National School Bus Safety Week

Oct. 23–31 – Red Ribbon Week          

Special days:

Oct. 2 – National Custodial Workers Recognition Day

Oct. 2-4 – Rosh Hashanah (begins sunset)

Oct. 3 – National Child Health Day

Oct. 3 – National Techies Day           

Oct. 5 – International Walk to School Day

Oct. 8 – Astronomy Day

Oct. 10 – Columbus Day

Oct. 11 – Ada Lovelace Day (women in STEM)

Oct. 11–12 – Yom Kippur (begins sunset)

Oct. 12 – National Fossil Day

Oct. 16 – World Food Day

Oct. 20 – Central U.S. ShakeOut Earthquake Safety Drill

Oct. 20 – National Day on Writing

Oct. 22 – Make a Difference Day

Oct. 24 – United Nations Day

Oct. 27 – National Energy Star Day

Oct. 31 – Halloween                                                                  
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Audubon Harvest Festival
Audubon Elementary School Harvest Festival is Thurs-

day, Sept. 29. Serving for chili supper is open from 5 to

6:45 p.m. with chili, hot dogs, chips and soft drinks.

Games and activities include a petting zoo, pony rides,

hay ride, inflatables, video games, family photo booth

and Owensboro Balloon Twisters. Silent auction bids

will be accepted throughout the evening with a basket

auction starting at 7:15 p.m. Child care will be provided

during the basket auction.

East View Fall Festival
East View Elementary School Fall Festival is 5 to 8 p.m.

Friday, Sept. 30. Ride and game tickets are 25 cents each

or $5 for 20. Combo meal tickets are $3.50 and $2. 

Special events include chili supper, games, haunted

house and silent and live auction. Items up for bid 

include tickets to UK basketball, Legoland Discovery

Center, WKU football, Holiday World and Disney World

park hopper tickets, plus much more. Live auction begins

at 7 p.m. and silent auction is open from 5 to 7 p.m. A

book fair is also planned and will be open in the media

center from 5 to 8 p.m. 

Is your school hosting a Fall Festival, Harvest

Fest or other seasonal event that is open to the

public? Send information to grapevine@dcps.org 

Include time/date, ticket information, menu and

list of special activities.
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